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The Nativity of Christ

It is easily the most recognizable holiday celebrated in the
entire year. It iscelebrated everywhere in the world; more often
than not it is forgotten that

“Christ is the reason for the
season’”. In recent, more
secular times, the Great Feast
Day has been transformed|
into a shopping extravaganza,
with decorations galore, and a
Santa Claus in every mall.| |
Waking by aretail shop afew
years ago, there was a €ign
that said “Big X-Mas Sde’.
We may have thought to our-
selves that this retailer, among
many others, had finaly suc-
ceeded in taking Christ com-
pletely out of Christmas. But
also a second idea suggests

itself; maybe they were unwit-
ting witnesses to the Divine Incarnation when they used the a-
breviation “X-Mas’. After dl, in the Greek, the fird letter in the
title, Christ, is the letter chi, written with a character which
looks likean X. When dl was said and done, even these retall-
ers could not completely remove the Lord from the celebration
of Hisbirth in our modern culture.

It is a special duty for us as Orthodox Christians to safe-
guard this Holy Day of His birth. To retain it, celebrate it, and
ensure that its focus is aways and forever on the only red rea-
son that counts: God has given us eternal life and thislifeisin
His Son; anyone who has the Son has life, anyone who does

Steering Committee:

FATHER JOHN KARIOTAKIS
Pastor

MICHAEL SELBERIS
Chairman

STEVE DAFNIS
Vice Chairman

JOE NOLLAR
Finance Chairman

CHRYSOULA CUTRONE
Events Chair

E.J. CONSTANTINE
Capital Formation and
Genesis Program Chair

DEMETRA LEWIS
Stewardship Chair

GEORGIANN ELLIS
Treasurer

IRENE BASDAKIS
Member

RON MADURA
Member

Mission Statement

“To edtablish a Greek Or-
thodox Church in South Or-
ange County which follows,
preserves and continues our
timeless rdigious bdiefs and
traditions and emphasizes our
Helenic heritage, customs
and values.”
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Christumas Party

Date: Friday, December 16, 2005
Time: 7-10 PM
Location: Ole Hanson Beach Club
105 W. Avenida Pico, San Clemente

Fun
Fellowship
Pot Luck Dinner
Dancing
Raffle

$10 per adult
$5.00 for children

Free for children under 5

The cost is to offset the rental fee for the evening.
Any additional proceeds will go toward meeting our
$100,000 stewardship goal in 2005
(Prepayment available at church)

Last names beginning with A-L Side dish

Last names beginning with M-Z Main course dish

Lenten dishes are welcome for those observing the fast
Beverages will be provided for a nominal fee

Volunteers needed for set-up, ticket sales,

clean up

Please call Chrys Cutrone 949-295-1256
or Sally Meyerhofer 949-388-7816
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—
Announcements

Stewardship Drive

The Parish Stewardship Drive to raise money to acquire a full-time facility is on-going. Our goal: to raise $100,000 by the
end of the year. We appreciate the support of several families that have helped us so far and thank them for their generosity and
love of our Parish. We look forward to contributions from many more of you. Please contact the Parish Stewardship Chairperson,
Demetra Lewis if you have questions. She may be reached by phone at (949) 661-1938 or iby email at demelewis@cox.net.

Parish Christmas Party

The Parish Christmas Party is scheduled for Friday, December 16th and will be held at the Ole Hansen House in San
Clemente. The party is from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. A potluck dinner is planned. Please review page two for more details or call
Chrys Cutrone at 295-1256 or Sally Meyerhofer at 388-7816.

Sunday School
The Sunday School Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 11th following the Divine Liturgy. Children of the Sunday
School should be in Church at 10:00 am to prepare for the pageant.

Greek Dancing

Parents: please make sure that you encourage your children to attend dance on a timely basis (12:00-1:30) as we are pre-
paring for a Christmas performance at the Parish’s annual Christmas Party. Sometimes it gets difficult to round up the children
individually. Please see if you have a traditional Greek costume for your child and/or for others to borrow for the performance.
Refer to the calendar on the website for information on holiday breaks from dance. Please check in with Georgiann Ellis if you are
not currently paid up for the last quarter or this quarter. Thank you!!

Greek School

Greek School will be having their annual Christmas Party at the home of Bob Stavrou on Monday evening, December
19th. It will be Potluck and there will be an ornament exchange between the children! Come and have fun as we enjoy
the festivities together! For more information call Kelly Parissis at 249-3448 or Michelle Selberis at 364-5866.

Philoptochos
Philoptochos is still collecting any non-perishable foods for the needy so that we may donate them for the Christmas Holi-

day season. Other items are welcome as well: blankets, detergents, home items. Please put your donations into the basket out-
side the chapel or deposit them at the church office. For further information call Michelle Selberis at 364-5866. We will also need
a few members to assemble the gift baskets during the week of the 19th of December. GOMSOC Philoptochos’ membership drive
continues until the end of the year for the year 2006. Please look for Tina Bertok, Cathy Antzoulatos, Argie Cupples, and Chrys
Cutrone (Membership Committee) during the Fellowship Hour after Divine Liturgy for membership information.

Fellowship Hour
We are in continuous need of donated items and volunteers to prepare coffee and setup the food. If you can help, please
contact Chrys Cutrone at (949)348-8010.

Support your Mission Parish! There is so much that needs to be
done and willing, helping hands are needed. Please ook into your
heart and see if there isn’t something that you can do to help carry
thisburden. There are many opportunitiesto help: consider assist-
ing in the set-up of the chapel for the Liturgy; or providing help
and/or food and paper items for the Fellowship Hour; or check with
a Steering Committee Member as see what needs to be done. We

| amthe Way, the Truth and the
Life. No one can come to the Father
except through me. If you know me,
you know my Father too. Fromthis
moment you know Him and have
seen Him. John 14:6-7
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METROPOLIS OF
SAN FRANCISCO

Sunday Liturgies:
10:00 a.m.

JSerra High School Chapel
26351 Junipero Serra Rd.
San Juan Capistrano

Directions: From I-5 take the Junipero Serra Road exit. Go west on Junipero
Serra Road. Just past the Shell gas station on your right, make a right into the
next driveway (the sign says Sycamore Commons). Proceed to the north end
of the property (signs are posted).

Telephone: (866)350-1933
Website: WWW.gOMSO0C.org

Email: info@gomsoc.org






